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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: WHO 

SUBJECT: WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY - MIDDLE EAST ISSUE 

REF: STATE 114641 

1 . CONTENTS OF REFTEL TRANSMITTED UNOFFICIALLY TO 
PHILIPPINE CHIEF DELEGATE TO WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY (WHA) 
MAY 5, DAY REFTEL RECEIVED. NO APPROPRIATE OFFICIAL FROM 
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AVAILABLE AT THAT TIME AND 
PHILIPPINE DELEGATION WAS LEAVING NEXT DAY, MAY 6, FOR 
GENEVA. 

2. WE INFORMED CHIEF DELEGATE ANTONIO ACOSTA OF U.S. 
POSITION THAT HANDLING OF REPORT PREPARED BY EXPERT 
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH OF ARAB POPULATION IN OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES NOT BE POLITICIZED IN WHA DEBATE. WE ALSO 
SUGGESTED THAT PHILIPPINE AND U.S. DELEGATIONS CONSULT 
CLOSELY ON ISSUE. ACOSTA STATED THAT HIS MAIN CONCERN 
WAS FOR NON-POLITICAL ASPECTS OF HEALTH PROBLEMS. BUT 
THAT HE, OF COURSE, WOULD TAKE INSTRUCTIONS FROM DFA 
ON VOTING MATTERS. 
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3. AIDE MEMOIRE SETTING FORTH U.S. POSITION AS OUTLINED 
IN REFTEL DELIVERED TO DFA OFFICE OF AMB. VERCELES 
MAY 8. DFA OFFICIAL, MINISTER ERNESTO GARRIDO, EXPRESSED 
BASIC AGREEMENT WITH U.S. POSITION AND AGREED TO CABLE 
ELEMENTS OF THIS POSITION TO DELEGATES IN GENEVA. 
TOUSSAINT 
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